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NJDOT’s Office of Emergency Management (OEM) 
to roll 


disaster response “new” vehicle is ready 


NJDOT's Office of Emergency 
Management (OEM) under the direction 
of Assistant Commissioner, Operations 
and OEM Coordinator Jeffrey J. Callahan, 
recently introduced its latest tool in the 
arsenal of emergency management response 
resources. Given the state's location and its 
exposure to flooding and record snowfalls in 
the recent past, this endeavor is a necessity 
for New Jersey. 


NJDOT’s Office of Emergency 
Management (OEM) disaster response 
“new” vehicle is ready to roll. 

But only after a dozen or so NJDOT 
employees and a retiree worked together 
to cost-effectively purchase, repair, 
redesign and basically refurbish the 
van to make it suitable for response and 
recovery efforts in an emergency. 

“Ops #1 is a state of the art 
Mobile Command Unit (MCU) that 
boasts the capability of multi-tasking at 
simultaneous events or incidents when 
NJDOT support is needed,” said Assistant 
Commissioner of Operations and OEM 
Coordinator Jeffrey J. Callahan. Right 
now it is capable of rolling with 30 
minutes notice. The MCU features three 
work stations with wireless broadband 
technology, EarthCam hardware and 
software with live-stream remote video 
abilities, an 800 megahertz radio system 
and satellite positioning (GPS).” 

Acquiring the vehicle and getting it 
usable took skill and teamwork. 

Under the direction of former OEM 
Manager Art Egan, now retired, Central 
Region’s Jim Farrell met with NJTransit 
police to view one of their emergency 
vehicles. 

“T contacted NJTransit to purchase 
one of their used buses,” said Farrell. 
“After looking at their stock, I found one 
suitable to our needs and processed the 
required paperwork.” 

The Department paid one dollar to 
NJTransit for the vehicle, then retrofitted 
it to the specifications of the OEM unit, 
following the designs of Farrell and Dave 
Bowlby of Operations Support, with 
help from James Schmidt of Equipment 
Operations and Terrence Garvey of 
Operations. 

A trip to the Fernwood Body Shop 
helped straighten out kinks in the vehicle. 

“We fixed the front and back 
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The fully equipped Mobile Command Unit, which fills a void in NJDOT’s Office of 
Emergency Management can be activated in emergency situations within 30 minutes. The 
well-equipped vehicle has desk and seating space for several emergency responders as 


well as storage space for supplies. It also has computer, phone, FAX and other required 
communication capabilities. 


bumpers,” said Mike Morreale. “James 
Hood and I did the body work for the 
dents, then we fixed the electric door 
locks, fixed the door switches and did 

the painting too. We swapped parts from 
another bus, so we didn’t buy new parts.” 

And there was more. Mechanically 
the van needed tuning up, so the next stop 
was an evaluation by the NJDOT garage 
team, John Torpila and Bob Scaccetti. 

“To make the vehicle roadworthy, 
we repaired the air ride suspension, 
installed new brakes, replaced front end 
idlers, serviced the engine, repaired the air 
conditioning system, repaired the lighting 
system and replaced all mirrors,” said 
Scaccetti. 

According to Bob Sudol of OEM 
Operations, the vehicle was furnished 
with a full screen TV, a fax machine and a 
computer, thanks to IT Technicians Donna 
Deveney and Rita Pandya. 
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But the exterior was nondescript. 

“We have to be recognized as NJDOT,” said Sudol. “If we 
have another disaster like the three floods along the Delaware 
within 18 months, we will need computers, the TV, minute-by- 
minute news and the capability to simultaneously cover events. 
This vehicle does that.” 

Creating the unique NJDOT identifier was a project given 
to Larry Chestnut of Geographic Information Systems. 


OFFICE OF EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT 


“The problem was coming up with a choice of designs,” 
said Chestnut. “When Terry (Garvey) asked me to work on a 
logo, I developed four designs that I felt would best represent 
OEM on that particular vehicle. The choice of bold colors, blue 
and gold, nicely set off the NJDOT logo.” 

Once approved, Chestnut sent the design to the Sign Shop 
where Reid Bryant and Ken Mihalic worked in concert to 
fabricate the logo, and cut it out using the plotter. 

“The whole operation was relatively inexpensive” said 
Bryant. “The materials we used -- engineering grade 3M 
materials like pressure sensitive reflective sheeting — cost about 
$20-$25.” 

As the last step in the process, Bryant and Mihalic 
installed the logo on the vehicle. It was set to go. 

“The capabilities of the vehicle make it a valuable asset,” 
said Callahan.” It will greatly enhance the functions that our 
OEM provides during emergency situations.” 


Continued from page 2 
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April’s showers are said to bring repairs. Our Traffic Operations Centers was key to surviving this disaster. 
May’s flowers, except this year record in Elmwood Park and Cherry Hill kept Commisioner Kolluri praised NJDOTers 
rains brought floods with road and the lines of communication open to the efforts. 
bridge washouts throughout the state. public, informing them of road conditions “All of this was truly a collaborative 
At one point in mid-April, a Nor’easter around the clock. Our Emergency Service effort that reached beyond divisional 
swept the state with record rains of up to _ Patrols assisted motorists.” lines within the Department,” he said. 
9 inches in some areas, followed by more Although NJDOT received “We worked hard as a team and achieved 
rain. Acting Governor Richard Codey help from the state and local police positive results. I am very proud of you; 
declared a State of Emergency. Nine departments, the interactive teamwork keep up the good work.” 


counties were declared disaster areas. 
The Federal Emergency Management 
Agency (FEMA) opened several flood 
damage recovery centers to residents 

affected by the flooding. 

“NJDOT’s response to this 
emergency was extraordinary,” said 
Commissioner Kris Kolluri. “At one 
point during this storm, there were 70 
roadway closures due to flooding on our 
state system. There were slope failures, 
mudslides, rock slides and roadway 
washouts. 

“All NJDOT crews worked long 
hours to get traffic control in place, 
assess damage and make emergency 
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Like any major celebration with 
talented singers, skilled performers and 
an abundance of delicious ethnic foods, 
the delivered message is key. Such was 
the case at the annual NJDOT Asian 
American Heritage Month celebration 
of Asian culture in May as the keynote 
speaker Neelam Deo, Consulate General 
of India in New York addressed the 


participants. 


NJDOT employees who serve on the Asian 
American Heritage Committee, representing many 
Asian countries, include the president, Jayesh H. 
Patel, Bruce Darji, Jayant Khetani, Urvi Davé, Deven ‘lhe Teadbern 
Patel, Pavan Sheth, Suresh Amin, Charu Jegan, cultures.” 
Harshad Ringwala, Mahendra Shah, Natavar Patel, 

Pavan Sheth, Tarlika Trivedi, Ashok Rana and Neha 
Galgali (India), and Rahmiati Anthony (Indonesia), 
Xiaohua Cheng (China), Dulce Hill (Philippines) and 


Sophia Azam (Pakistan). 


“Tt is so great to be in a country 
that has assimilated so many races,” Deo 
said. “When you embrace diversity as 
we do in the United States, it comes with 
an understanding of others and that we 
are all descended from the first human 
beings in what is now Africa. We can see 
that diversity in migration because when 
people move, as from India to the United 
States, they take their food and their 
| customs with them.” 

Deo remarked 
that globalization 
today often leads 
people to identify 
with cultures other 
than their own. 


Indian cities are more 
connected to peers in 
New York City than 
they are to their peers 
in the countryside of 
India,” she said. “We 
are often attracted 

to elements of other 
cultures, although 
certain ones, like a 
fast pace instead of 

a slow one, can be 
frightening to some 
people.” 

Remarking on 
the images painted 
by television and the 
movies in the two 
countries, Deo said, 
“However, people 
have to realize that 
Hollywood and 
Bollywood 
do not 
represent the 
American or 


“Young people in 


Among those who retired in 
April are Philip Drapkin, 29 years, 
Construction and Maintenance 
Technician 3; Nicholas Monahan, 27 
years, Senior Executive Service; Clayton 
Lawrence, 25 years, Principal Postal 
Clerk. 

May retirees included William 


DeMarco, 36 years, Equipment Operator; 


Martin Biazzo, 34 years, Auditor 2; 
David Johnson, 32 years, Equipment 
Operator; Norvel Eagleton, 29 years, 


Principal Safety Inspector Transportation; 


Theresa Butera, 27 years, Secretarial 
Assistant 2; Ralph Baliunas, 22 years, 
Principal Engineer Transportation; 
Robert Parsons, 21 years, Construction 
and Maintenance Technician 3; 
Sandra Furness, 19 years, Supervising 
Administrative Analyst; Frank Covelli, 
6 years, Emergency Service Patrol 
Apprentice; Michael Wollner, 26 years, 
Principal Research Analyst. 

Among those who retired in June 
are Roy Seppelt, 42 years, Assistant 
Crew Supervisor Mechanics; John Jones, 


41 years, Project Manager Transportation; 


Hessichiah Robertson, 40 years, Supply 
Support Technician; Joseph Mycock, 

39 years, Project Engineer Surface 
Design; Theresa Annaloro, 38 years, 
Secretarial Assistant 1; Fred Betz, 37 
years, Principal Engineer Transportation; 
Glenn Cliver, 37 years, Contract 
Administrator 1; Norman Garrett, 37 
years, Project Engineer Surface Design; 
Michael Wilson, 37 years, Engineering 
Technician 1; John Petersack, 37 years, 
Project Engineer Planning; Richard 
Gering, 36 years, Principal Engineer 
Transportation; Donna Szwedo, 

36 years, Administrative Analyst 2; 
Cynthia Price, 36 years, Secretarial 
Assistant 1; Thomas Reese, 35 years, 
Project Engineer Construction; Richard 
Laube, 34 years, Supervising Engineer 2 
Surface Design; Henry Miller, 34 years, 
Supervising Highway Engineer Bridge 
Design; John Potapa, 34 years, Manager 
2 Quality Assurance; Timothy Szwedo, 
34 years, Manager 2 Traffic Engineering; 
Ronald Rauth, 34 years, Principal 
Engineer Transportation; Thomas 
Ficken, 33 years, Highway Construction 
and Bridge Repairer 1; Gary Owen, 
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33 years, Highway Construction and 
Bridge Repairer 1; David Stoll, 33 
years, Heavy Equipment Operator; 
Alex Torma, 33 years, Principal Traffic 
Investigator; Gary Toth, 33 years, 
Senior Executive Services; Sandra 
Allen, 32 years, Executive Assistant 

2; C. Wesley Armstrong, 31 years, 
Principal Engineer Transportation; 
Lewis Cortina, 31 years, Assistant Crew 
Supervisor Highway Construction 
and Bridges; Joseph Mason, 30 

years, Environmental Compliance 
Inspector 1; John Longfield, 30 years, 
Section Chief; Frederick Marchitto, 
Construction and Maintenance 
Technician 2; Albert Foxall, 27 years, 
Project Engineer Electrical; Richard 
Kaskus, 27 years, Supply Support 


Technician 1; Wayne Ayers, 25 years, 
Construction and Maintenance 
Technician 3; George Booker, 25 
years, Engineering Technician 2; Anna 
Gorbaty, 25 years, Principal Engineer 
Transportation; Alyce White, 25 
years, Secretarial Assistant 2; Olga 
Brancolino, 25 years, Secretarial 
Assistant 1; Maurice Guadagno, 

23 years, Administrative Analyst 

1; JoAnn Petti, 21 years, Principal 
Engineer Transportation; William 
Weidlich, 21 years, Construction and 
Maintenance Technician 1; Stephen 
Czumbil, 16 years, Automotive 
Mechanic; Jacqueline Happel, 15 
years, Secretarial Assistant 3; Jeannette 
Poplasky, 7 years, Principal Clerk 
Typist. 


Department employees net 27 
Public Service Recognition awards 


Ninety NJDOT employees, partners 
and teams received 27 awards when the 
Department of Personnel Commissioner 
Rolando Torres, Jr., hosted the State’s 
largest annual awards ceremony that 
honored more than 1,200 government 
workers at the Trenton War Memorial in 
May. Of those, NJDOTers John Knapp, 
Ferguson H. Reeves and Lauralee 
Rappleye received awards for their 
contribution to 
community service. 

Working 
together, Knapp, a 
Supervising Engineer 
in Geodetic Survey 
and Reeves, a 
Principal Engineer 
on the Rapid Design 
Team, have kept 
youth football alive 
in Mercer County for 
more than 22 years. They have coached 
the Lawrence Lightning Youth Football 
Team; they have served as league officers 
on football; and they have provided 
advice and support on the financial 
stability of the team. 

To think this all started when Reeves 
began dating his future wife. 

“When Karen and I were going 
out, she asked me to help her brother 
Dave with this project,” said Reeves. 
“After I started volunteering at Lawrence 
Lightning, I recruited John to assist. Dave 
left; we stayed.” 

Both Reeves and Knapp agree 
that the task takes five to seven days a 
week of their own time and also takes 
management skills. 

“Tt’s not just the time that we put in 
at Lawrence Lightening to coach,” said 
Knapp, “but the time it takes to oversee 
the booster group of parents who set up, 
cook the food, and do the cleanup for 
special events.” 

Although Knapp still volunteers 
with Lawrence Lightning, Reeves has 
moved on to assistant football coach for 
varsity at Lawrence High School. 

Supervising Environmental 
Specialist Rappleye learned her 
community service lessons well from the 
21 years she has been involved in Girl 
Scout activities as a Brownie, a Junior, a 
Cadette /Senior Leader and for the last 
seven years, as a leader. 


“Currently I am one of three leaders 
in charge of a troop of 11 girls from 12 to 
16 years of age,” said Rappleye. “Also, as 
Training and Recognitions Coordinator for 
Service Unit 39, I help more than 40 troops 
in the Girl Scouts of the Chesapeake Bay 
Council with their programs. I also serve 
as a Council delegate.’ 

While working with the troop, she 
and the other leaders place an emphasis 
on community service, women’s health 
issues and fun. 

“We may go to the University of 
Delaware to see a football or basketball 
game,” she said. “Recently the troop 
spent the weekend in Washington, D.C. 
where they participated in the Girl Scouts 
of America 95" Anniversary Sing Along 
on the Washington Monument Grounds, 
and later toured the city. The challenge 
is creating a program that will keep girls 
active in scouting in addition to all of the 
other activities they have in school and in 
their lives.” 

All this activity, plus a full-time job 
and an almost 16-year-old daughter (who 
has been a Girl Scout for 10 years) keeps 
Rappleye busy. But she regrets none of it. 

“T really enjoy working with the girls 
and watching them grow up,” she said. 
"It’s so gratifying to me. I am proud of the 
young women they have become, and I 
look forward to their contributions to the 
future.” 

Statewide, 
the recognition 
program also honored 
employees for 
longevity, co-worker 
recognition, customer 
service excellence, 
exceptional service, 
professional 
achievement, 
teamwork / 
partnership and 
heroism. Here are the NJDOT awardees. 

Linda Y. Forrester, Vandna H. 
Patel, Mukesh Shah, Chery] Taliaferro, 
and Connie Young received co-worker 
recognition awards. 

Those who received excellence in 
customer service awards included Lisa D. 
Kaye, Thomas D. Lawrence and David 
P. Sereni for the Crash Records Web site 
Development Team; Timothy R. Bourne, 
Debra Hutton, Frank M. Prezioso, 


Reeves 


Camille Sinclair and Timothy P. Herlihy 
for the Doing Business With NJDOT Team; 
Douglas W. Campbell and Marc E. Sims 
for Emergency Snow Operation Training; 
Talvin E. Davis, Janice DeJohn and 
Andrew R. Swords 
for Riverline Shuttle 
Team; Linda J. 
Anderson and 
Elizabeth DeMarco. 
William 
J. Beans and 
Manubhai S. Patel 
received recognition 


awards for ® 
exceptional service. Rappleye 
Charles L. 


Savage, Dante E. Scoleri and Samer A. 
Shahwan received heroism awards. 

Matthew Conti received a recognition 
award for longevity. 

Employees who received the 
professional achievement award included 
Elisa M. Bremer-Nei and Vijaykumar G. 
Thaker. 

Recipients of the teamwork/ 
partnership achievement award were 
Nicholas P. Alfano, Albert E. Balluch, 
Helene Bowman, Michael A. Dipento, 
David E. Earl, Phillip Espinosa, Richard 
Harcar, Timothy P. Herlihy, Jose A. Lopez, 
Fredrick Lovett, Robert W. Sauber, Paula 
A. Scelsi, Eileen Sheehy, Sean P. Sheehy, 
Kiran B. Shelat and Felice T. Cappuccio 
for the 2006 Construction Specifications 
Book Team; Camille Sinclair, William 
C. Duscak, Alireza Emami, Margaret M. 
Frampton, John W. Gahwyler, Robert M. 
Guerin, Mark D. Hauske, Dana Hecht, 
Richard G. Jaffe, Carl F. Kneidinger, 
Herman J. Krieg, Dhanesh N. Motiani, 
Erin K. Phalon, Michael F. Pilsbury, Laine 
R. Rankin, Thomas J. Schlund, Andrew R. 
Swords, Binh T. Vo, Lawrence A. Vogel, 
Noreen S. Cardinali, Thomas P. Johnson, 
Solomon Caviness, Mark Bernard, Robert 
Pallidino, Robert Parlyak, James Gilligan, 
David Hawks, George Hoops, Capt. Brian 
Gallagher and Officer Harold Tullock for 
the Route 139 Community Partnering Team; 
Felice T. Cappuccio, Robert R. Klinger and 
Anthony C. Walano for the Route 27 Safety 
Improvements Team; Tom E. Azzolino, 
Sean C. Foley, John E. Gottfried, Ernest L. 
Henderson, Stephen Krzywicki, Kenneth 
M. Luisi and Joseph Nasatka for the Snow 
Plow Repair Shop. 


Chief of Staff Jennifer Godoski addresses 
NJDOT’s office professionals during 
Administrative Professionals Day. 


Ice cream sundaes are a good thing, especially when combined with congenial 
co-workers and mentors. That’s what forty of the Department’s employees 
experienced during Administrative Professionals Day. 

Linda Cardell of Operations and Maria Jones of Employee Development 
co-chaired an afternoon specific to clerks, secretaries and administrative assistants 
at Headquarters while Jeannine Loughery of Operations South coordinated the 


teleconferenced event in Cherry Hill. 


“Linda came to Employee Development with a concept for the event, then our 
director, Eileen Fitzpatrick and manager, Bill Bennett approved the plan so we 


could go ahead with it,” said Jones. 


A manager usually shows appreciation to an office professional with flowers or 


a special lunch. 


“1 thought this was a better way to spend what was previously known as 
Secretary’s Day — with relevant information and ice cream,” said Cardell. “After the 
speakers’ question and answer sessions, participants had the opportunity to make 


their own ice cream sundaes.” 


Jones opened the session and introduced the two keynote speakers, NJDOT’s 
Chief of Staff Jennifer Godoski and Sarah Elshazly, Esq., NJ Law and Public Safety, 
Division of Civil Rights, who spoke to the group about their personal experiences 


and aspirations. 


While Godoski stressed her philosophy to take on new challenges, Elshazly 
emphasized overcoming obstacles that face each individual. 

“We plan to make this an annual event,” said Jones. “Our staff was so inspired 
by our two dynamic speakers, hearing that it was possible to achieve one’s dreams in 


spite of obstacles.” 


Project managers celebrate graduation day 


Following a rigorous training 
program, 23 NJDOT employees recently 
graduated from Project Management 
(PM) College with master’s certificates. 
The curriculum, which is endorsed by 
Carnegie Mellon University’s Heinz 
School of Public Management and Policy 
stresses skills to effectively manage and 
complete projects on time and within 
budget. 

It’s a triple win for the Department, 
for the project managers and for the 
success of current and future project 
initiatives. 

“The training and development 
of our employees has always been an 
integral part of NJDOT’s professional 
culture, and the project management 
curriculum provided by PM College 
focused directly on the application 
of improved project management 
techniques our staff can apply 
immediately,” said Rick Hammer, 
Assistant Commissioner, Capital Program 
Management. “Our organization’s 
work revolves entirely around project- 
based efforts. Strengthening project 
management competency improves our 


J. Kent Crawford, CEO of Project Management 
Solutions, Inc. presents a master’s certificate to 
Suzanne Sczepkowski. 


ability to deliver a strong transportation 
infrastructure for the State.” 

J. Kent Crawford, the founder and Chief 
Executive Office of Project Management 
Solutions, Inc., summarized the 


improvements in graduates’ work as 
“huge.” 

“Most organizations use PM 
training to solve problems and improve 
productivity,” said Crawford. “There is 
up to 20 percent more production by the 
PM graduates, and they do more with 
less.” 

NJDOT employees who received 
certificates from PM College and 
Carnegie Mellon University include: 
Viktor Akpu and Walt Sharpe of Right of 
Way and Access Management; Rahmiati 
Anthony, Niculina Chivulescu, Scott 
Deeck, John Fam, Anupkumar Gandhi, 
Steve Hochman, Chris Manz, Jayesh 
Pandya, Pankesh Patel, Pankaj Shah, 
Bob Signora and George Worth of 
Project Management; Nathan Cumar, 
Pamela Garrett, Suzanne Sczepkowski 
and Edward Tomaszewski of 
Environmental Resources; Jayant Dalal 
of Structural Engineering, Alkesh Desai 
of Regional Operations, Norman Garrett 
of the Program Management Office, 
Amy Kennard of Project Planning and 
Development and Snehal Patel of Access 
Design. 


Hammer receives Government Engineer of the Year Award 


In a majority vote by 4,000 
members of the New Jersey branch 
of the American Society of Civil 
Engineers (ASCE) the Board of 
Directors recently named Richard T. 
Hammer, Assistant Commissioner, 
Capital Program Management, as 
Government Engineer. 

Hammer received the award 
at the 334 ASCE Annual Awards 


Dinner in Woodbridge on May 4, 
which featured a biographical walk of 
his life shown through family, hobby 
and major projects pictures. In his 
acceptance remarks, he referenced the 
help he’s received along the way. 

“This award serves as an 
acknowledgement of the hard work 
and dedication of hundreds of men and 
women at the Department who I am 


Akpu heads Right of Way 


Nineteen-year Right of 
Way veteran Viktor Akpu was 
appointed Director of the Division 
of Right of Way and Access 


Management in April. 

After holding the position of 
Right of Way trainee, Akpu rose 
through the ranks to Manager where 


so extremely proud to represent,” 
Hammer said. 

The ASCE was founded in 
1852 as a nation-wide professional 
engineering society that is 
dedicated to the advancement of 
the individual civil engineer and 
the advancement of the science 
and profession of civil engineering 
through education. 


he was in charge of administering 
all Right of Way programs in 
seven counties in the Northern 
Districts. 


Brodowicz receives double honors within two days 


Specifications and Estimates 
Engineer Charles Brodowicz of the 
Bureau of Geometric Design received 
a master of science degree in civil 
engineering from Newark College 
of Engineering at the New Jersey 


Institute of Technology (NJIT) on 


June 13. Within two days the 27-year 


NJDOT veteran was inducted into 
Alpha Epsilon Lambda, NJIT’s honor 
society. 

The former Rutgers College 


graduate began his career as 
an Engineering Aide I in the 
Central Laboratory, Bureau of 
Materials, and later worked 
in the Bureau of Construction 
Engineering. 


NJDOT retiree Vincent J. DeMarco died December 
4, 2006 in Hamilton. The U.S. Army veteran of the Korean 
Conflict is survived by his wife Antoinette, his children 
Carmela, Maria Bizzarri, Carmen and Michelle Coffey, a 
sister Toni Black and his grandchildren. 

NJDOT retiree John Michael Hanlon died April 6 in 
Fort Myers, FL. The former Trenton resident is survived 
by his wife Jan, his daughter Jennifer and his sister Sr. 
Margaret Mary, and his two faithful companions Honey 
Bunny and Brandi. 

Retired PC Laboratory Trainer James Maul died 
April 30 in West Trenton. A community activist and local 
real estate broker, Maul is survived by his wife Lynda, a 


son Jamieson, a daughter Lauren, a sister June Beyer and 
many nieces and nephews. 

Secretarial Assistant 2 Patricia Wood of Central 
Region Construction died May 17 in East Brunswick. 
Her husband Howard, daughters Susan Godsey, Karen 
Curtis and Jennifer Freyer, a sister Sharon Miller and five 
grandchildren survive her. 

Maintenance Worker I Eduardo Jimenez of Crew 
335 died June 19 while working on I-287. The father of 
Azariah, Jimenez is also survived by his mother and 
stepfather Miligros Vega and Kevin Muncy, his sisters 
Marisol Simmons and Solangel Caraballo, his fiancée 
Yesenia Cruz and his aunt Patricia Negron. 


